PLATINUM PERFORMERS 2012-2013 GENERAL RULES AND GUIDELINES
· Preparing for competition requires a commitment to extra class and rehearsal time. It is important that each student be 100% dedicated and work to the best of her ability. Competition is also a financial commitment. Please be realistic about what you are capable of committing to. 
· The purpose of the rules and regulations is to establish a professional environment for the artistic development of each student. The actions of each student affect the team as a whole, so it is important for everyone to be fully committed and understand what is expected of them. 
· Competition dates will be determined based on the 2013 competition schedule. Information will be given out as soon as venues are chosen.
· This season, we are introducing two levels of the competition team for dancers 13 and older. 
· The Recreational team will be similar to competition teams of previous years. 
· The Elite team will consist of dancers 13 and older who have exceptional technique and who are ready to take their training to the next level. This team will have more stringent requirements as far as class time and rehearsal, and will also be required to participate in more competitions, masterclasses, and conventions in order to further their training. They will be held to a higher standard both in the classroom and at competition. The audition for this team will be more challenging and may require callbacks.
·  Weekly Class Requirements:
· RECREATIONAL TEAM REQUIREMENTS (ages 5-18)
· 3 competitions per season (August to May)
· 2 masterclasses during Fall session (junior and senior team only)
· Fall session:
· Pixies (ages 5-7) must take 2 combo classes per week 
· Petites (ages 8-10) must have minimum of 1 ballet class per week, plus 1 technique class in the style in which they are competing
· Juniors/Seniors must dance a minimum of 3 class hours per week. Must include minimum of 1 ballet, 1 contemporary, and the style in which they are competing.
· Summer session
· Mandatory dance workshops and classes will be held between Monday August 13, 2012 and Friday August 24, 2012. Schedule is TBD. 
· Choreography rehearsals will begin in August. Team members have 1 excused rehearsal absence per dance in August. It is important that all dancers are present in order to begin learning their dances. More than 1 miss may result from removal from the dance.
· PLATINUM ELITE TEAM REQUIREMENTS (ages 13+)
· 4 competitions per season (August to May)
· 1  convention 
· 4 masterclasses during Fall session 
· Fall session
· Must dance minimum 5 class hours per week
· Must include minimum 1 ballet, 1 contemporary and technique class in style you are performing
· Summer session
· Mandatory dance workshops and classes will be held between Monday August 13, 2012 and Friday August 24, 2012. Schedule is TBD. 
· Choreography rehearsals will begin in August. Team members have 1 excused rehearsal absence per dance in August. It is important that all dancers are present in order to begin learning their dances. More than 1 miss may result from removal from the dance.
· Competition rehearsals will be determined based on studio and choreographer availability. Weekly rehearsal times will vary per the choreographer’s discretion. Throughout the year, the whole team will meet on a Sunday to rehearse all dances in progress in order to build team unity. 
· Appropriate dance shoes and attire are required for all classes and rehearsals, and hair should be pulled back neatly. No large jewelry or anything else that goes against studio dress code.
· Punctuality is extremely important. Please be warmed up and prepared to dance at the start of rehearsal. Constant tardiness will result in removal from the competition dance team.
· Although we will try to use costumes and shoes that students already have, it may be necessary to purchase new ones. We will be sensitive to cost in choosing anything additional that the students may need to have for competition.  Dances will require specific shoes, tights, and makeup. 
· Each competition charges an entry fee per student per dance. The cost varies, but usually ranges between $30-45 per student for group routines. Solos, duos, trios are priced higher. We will do fundraisers throughout the season to help cover competition costs. Fundraisers are only successful when everyone participates. If you do not participate, you do not receive the benefits of fundraisers and will therefore pay full price for entries.
· New team members are also required to purchase team wear (team warm-ups, t-shirts, shorts, etc). Minimal requirements are a team warm up suit, one shirt (either tank or t-shirt) and either shorts or pants with the team logos. These items are to be worn during fundraisers, performance events such as Matawan Day, and also at the competitions when not in costume.
· Competition is a year round commitment. Competitive Dance is a sport. Just like any athlete, staying active and in shape is critical to technique and minimizing injury. SUMMER CLASSES ARE MANDATORY. NO EXCEPTIONS. If you cannot make this commitment, please rethink your decision to be part of the team. Any members who plan to participate next season will be required to enroll in August summer intensive classes. Please see section on weekly requirements for details.
· Team rehearsals also begin in August. Most of the choreography is laid out in the summer, and it is important that all dancers attend the few rehearsals planned. If you cannot make this commitment, please rethink your decision to be part of the team. 
· Attendance to all rehearsals and regular weekly classes is mandatory. If a student is injured, they are still required to observe rehearsal so that they do not fall behind in their choreography. In the event of a last minute illness or emergency, please contact the choreographer/teacher directly. If a student misses rehearsal, it is her responsibility to learn the choreography prior to the next rehearsal. It is not acceptable to miss the last rehearsal before competition. It will be up to each choreographer if the student will dance in the routine. 
· Students are allowed to miss only 4 rehearsals per dance during the season (August to May): 1 in August and 3 for the remaining months (Sept-May). More than this will result in the dancer being removed from the dance. You will receive 1 warning when you are approaching the limit. Please use your discretion and save absences for illness, emergencies, family events, etc. 
· Students are allowed 1 absence per month per regular weekly technique class. If a student falls behind in technique because of too many absences, she may be asked to sit out of the next competition. Make up classes are required for all misses, and must be taken within the month. Make up classes must also be comparable to the class missed (if you miss ballet, you must make up in another ballet class etc.)
· Payment Policy (NEW): In an effort to streamline the payment process, each dancer will pay her choreographer at the beginning of each month of rehearsal. Payment can either be in cash or check made to cash and handed to the choreographer on the first rehearsal of the month. If paying with cash, please have exact amount. Change may not be available. Student will not be permitted to attend rehearsals if payment is delinquent. 
· Payment is NOT per rehearsal. It is now a flat monthly competition fee per dancer per dance. From August to May, each dancer pays her flat fee to her choreographer on the first rehearsal of the month. Fee is NOT based on length of rehearsals or how many rehearsals fall within a month; therefore there are no refunds or deductions if a dancer misses a rehearsal. To be in the dance, this is the fee. 
· A payment breakdown is as follows (prices are per dancer, per dance). 
· SOLO: $40/month
· DUO/TRIO: $30/month
· GROUP:  $25 per dance per month
· DROP FEE: If you drop out of a dance after you have agreed to it, there will be a $75 drop fee per dropped dance. Drop Fee applies if dance is dropped after dancer has initialed commitment to the dance but then decides to withdraw. Please understand that by dropping out, choreographers and other teammates must spend time redoing the dance, which may place certain dances behind schedule. 
· MINIMUM DANCE REQUIREMENTS FOR JUNIORS/SENIORS AND ELITE
· RECREATIONAL JR/SR: Dancers may choose however many group dances they’d like to participate in (dependent on audition results). However, in order to dance solos, duos, and trios, dancers must be in at least 1 group dance (4+ dancers). Minimum age for solos is 13 and based on audition results.
· ELITE: Dancers must be in at least 2 group dances (4+dancers) to participate on this team. They may also audition for solos, duos, and trios. 
· AUDITION PROCESS: This year the auditions will be held on Saturday June 2 and Sunday June 3. Students must attend auditions at the correct time slot in order to be considered. Elite team auditions will be on Saturday night, with callbacks on Sunday. Recreational team auditions will be on Sunday.
· Dancers are judged solely on their performance during the audition. Past dance and team experience will not be factored in since dancers grow and change each season. Students may or may not dance with current classmates, teammates, or friends. 
· Judges will cast dances based on style, technique, performance, and attitude. Dancers are grouped not only by technical level but also by how they dance together as a group.
· Soloists must have 32 counts of their own choreography to be considered. They may not use previous dances. 
· Duos/Trios will be cast based on choreographer’s ideas and who works well together. Students will indicate if they are interested in duos/trios at audition.
· Students will be assigned choreographers based on style and availability.
· Once list is posted, students must initial what they will be doing. Please do not audition for 10 dances if you only can afford to do 2. Please be realistic about your commitment of time and money. You may audition for one extra dance than what you intend to perform (e.g. if you can only do 4 dances, you may audition for up to 5 dances). Please understand that judges are not obligated to cast everyone in every dance that they try out for. 
We will have a mandatory team meeting on Sunday April 15 from 3 pm to 4:30 pm for new and returning dancers and their parents in order to review the contract, answer any questions, and clarify any issues.
Please detach the bottom and return to Deanna by June 1. Please retain above for your records.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
2012-2013: I have read the above rules and guidelines and agree to the terms and conditions for being on the Platinum Performers Competition Team. 
Parent Signature:________________________________________
Student Signature:_______________________________________
Date: _________________
